[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]Connecting Fathers Workgroup 
Oct. 1st, 10am-11am 
724 Quince St Se Olympia Wa AND WebEx - call in information in the appointment and email
Meeting Goals:
1.) Welcome and Introductions
2.) The goals of this group 
3.) LI2  Activities 
Participants:  Anne Stone, DSHS/ESA; Kyle Paskewitz, Fatherhood co-champion; Amanda Krotke-Crandall; Ellen Nolan, DSHS/ESA; Tina Burnquist, DSHS/DCS; Dante Pollard, Fatherhood co-champion 

	Topic
	Support Documents 
	Notes 

	Welcome and Introductions 
· Who’s here 
· Review Notes for Aug. 

	 
	· Anne informed the group that the VROOM Grant with Pierce County was funded 
· Kyle in Tacoma said he or a member of his organization would be happy to work with the grant 

	Goals for this group?
· Do we want to grow this workgroup? How should we grow this group? 
	

	· Talked about how the grow both this workgroup and the council and if we want to add workgroup members before or after we set goals
· Anne would like to reach out to the full council and ask if anyone else wants to participate; Will also reach out to those who indicated interest in the post-summit survey 
· Tina agreed that do to turnover a write up about what the workgroup would be appropriate

	Legislative Brief Draft 

· Tell us what you think
· What changes do you want to see
	

	· Ellen has diverged from a Legislative Brief to an overall fact sheet that can be used in different venues to inform people who the council is. 
· Need to make sure the website has the same verbiage. 
· Move goals up, add agency co-champions, move Anne’s contact information under co-champions. Everyone agreed that having resources on the FOI website would be beneficial. 
· Tina’s agency has a link that the public can use to find state information. She also suggested links be written out and not just hyperlinked if it was going to be a handout and not just a webpage. 

	LI2  Activities 

· Review Effort impact Matrix 
· Road Map 
	

	· Anne asked the group if they felt like they were ready to put together a speakers Bureau 
· Tina felt the one page fact sheet would be very beneficial; we also need to have clear goals and asks from agencies; If we do the ESA leadership could follow up with individual agencies about the work of the council. 
· Kyle was in support of educating as many agencies about the issues impacting fathers and their families. Kyle has video editors that he will approach about editing the interviews from the fatherhood conference. 

	Adjourn
· Next meetings:
· Tue. Nov. 5th, 10-11   
· Tue. Dec 3rd, 10-11 
· Tue. Jan. 7th, 1—11
· Fatherhood Council National training opportunity Oct.  11th after the regular fatherhood meeting 
· Fall LI2 Event Oct. 18th 
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WASHINGTON STATE FATHERHOOD INTERAGENCY COLLABORATIVE FACT SHEET



Fathers Are Essential



Involving fathers in the care of infants has been shown to enhance father-infant attachment, leading to better outcomes for both children and mothers.[footnoteRef:1] In early childhood, fathers’ use of complex vocabulary words during informal interactions and shared book reading with young children uniquely contributes to language development and early literacy skills.[footnoteRef:2]   Fathers uniquely contribute to the development of appropriate socialization skills.[footnoteRef:3] Research has suggested that over the past 50 years, fathers’ roles in childcare has increased almost threefold.[footnoteRef:4] Children who have contact with their fathers, regardless of the residency status of the father, regulate their emotions more effectively than children who have no contact.[footnoteRef:5] Fathers’ supportiveness matters for children’s cognitive and language development across ages as well as children’s social and emotional behaviors.[footnoteRef:6] [1:  Yogman & Gargield, 2016]  [2:  Chacko, Fabiano, et al., 2017; Pancsofar & Vernon-Feagans, 2006]  [3:  Leidy, Schofield, & Parke, 2013]  [4:  Parker & Livingston, 2017]  [5:  Vogel, Bradley, Raikes, Boller, & Shears, 2006]  [6:  Cabrera, Shannon, Tamis-Lemonda, 2007] 




Work of the Washington State Fatherhood interagency Collaborative



The Washington Interagency Fatherhood Council (hereafter Council) was born out of a catalytic two-day fatherhood summit held in June 2018 where 140 interested stakeholders, including 40 fathers with lived experience, attended.  The summit was supported and facilitated by nineteen statewide non-profit, academic, government, and community lead organizations.  The summit culminated in a voting process to determine action steps and priorities for the coming year.  The number one priority was to establish an ongoing, statewide organization made up of representatives from public, private and non-profit organizations as well as fathers, who would work together to improve how fathers are supported in their vital role in raising their children.  The Council was formed to meet this request and began meeting in the fall of 2018.  



Fatherhood Resources	Comment by Nolan, Ellen E. (DSHS): Would be great if fathers on the group could add links to their organizations



Washington State Fatherhood Interagency Collaborative

Washington State Fathers Network

Divine Alternative for Dads Services

Partnership for Dads

Parentalink 

Family Court Reform USA



Goals



· Cultural shift to recognize the importance of fathers (Example – Women, Infant and Children Program (WIC) – consider changing the name to include fathers)

· Whole family approach to policy and practices (Example – consider the families’ needs, whether intact or not, when issuing benefits like food assistance, child care subsidies, etc.)

· Balance/equity in child support orders, residential parenting plans and visitation orders between parents, co-parenting strategies and  support

· Pre-natal and newborn care support for fathers

· Equitable family leave and flex time for fathers for newborns, adoptive children and caring for sick and school age children

· Father specific focus services, resources, support, recognition





Contacts:



Anne Stone				Kyle Paskewitz			Dante Pollard

Cross Agency Project Director		Fatherhood Council Co-Champion	Fatherhood Council Co-Champion

Anne.Stone@dshs.wa.gov          		Kyle@fcru.org			DantePollard@hotmail.com

(360)481-9185    			(253) 326-7745			Phone



Washington State Fatherhood Initiative

September 27, 2019
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